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THE Monk of St. Francis, Who
in Gray Gown and Sandals
and with Portable Altar Strapped
on His Back Wandered Through
the Trackless Wilderness of New
France and Became the Historian
of La Salle
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three voyagers wero on shore andgHen-
palring the rcanoe. A war

Slonx eame down the
ptured them. The Siloux
were in‘search of the Miamlis, who haed
Killed womea Sfoux warrlora, and when
they lsarned from Hennepin that the
Miamis wers far down the rlver and
aefe from pursult they were hbitter in
thelr lamentatlona.

Te roften thelr zorrow at losing the
Miamis many of them thonght the pro-
per thing te do was to massacre Hen-
nepin and his companfons.  They held
council and so dectded. Prezently ona
of the chiefs slgnified to Hennepin
that hln head was to ba aplit with A
war clib. Inowing of nothing better
o do Hennepin gatherad a lot of the
trinkets in| the canoes cast the stuff
Into the elrele of warrlors and than
bowed hls head in readiness for death.
His gifte and his attitude of submis-
eion won favor with ane of the chiefs,
and this man Insisted that the ¥Fronch-
man should ot he killed. For o long
time the chiefs debated ax to the dlspo-
titlon of the captives, hut the one
merciful chief finally prevalied., Tha
war party ra-embarkad In their cannen
and. taking Hennepln and the other
two with them, proceeded up the Mis-

party

siaslppl,
Each nlght the TIndlans camped
ashora and each night the scaips of

the Frenchimen were In pertl, as soma
of the Sioux were bent on killing them.
For safetr Hennepin and hlg compan-
lons slept alongaida the friendly chief.
Tn the morning when Hennepln opened
his breviary and ‘beisan his morning
devotions the Tndians showed alarm
They theught ho wasg invoklng had
#plrits ‘and Le had to cease.  One old
chief, whoze son had heen killed by tha
Miamls, was partleularly anxlous io
have Hennepln's scalp/ lo z=oothe hia
lacerated  heart, and thle old follaw
would hiang around the monlk and feel
his head and utter lond lamentatlons,
Captives

Nineleen sdays afrer the capture the
Indiang arrlved ot what s now 8t Paul.
Here Lhe war party was to divide, o it
war made up of varloua tribes seatter-

ed throughont Northern  Annesota.
Agaln the  dizposition of ‘the (hree
Frenchmen was debated. Hennepln

wag allotted to the old chlef, who ltched
for the monk's scalp. Aceay was glven
to anollier tribe and Tu Guy to gtill
anolher, Flannepln had employed his
time studving the Stoux language, and
goon won such faver with the old chiaf
that the old man deecldeq to adopt him
as hls von,

Although 1t wan May whan (he war
party dispersed, the marshes and nonds
were glazed with ica, Hennepin, wha
wasg hall starved and nearly exhausted,
hagd difficulty in keeplng pace wlth the
Indlans, ‘Hiz feet wern torns by hae
Indlans, Fia fest wern torn by the les
streams he had to swim. When he lag-

dellghted in setting flte lo
and then,
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making himn racs to: keesp out of the
fiames, Five days of this nort of travel
| he had and then he reached tha villags
{of the chisf, Hera he had tha pleasurs
| of discovering’ that he had geven naw
| mothers, for the old chief had seven
‘wives, He was  reandalized, teo, to
see tha bhrocade from his prisstly vest-
ments used by ona of his foster-bro-
thers te wrap up the hones of a Sloux
warrior,

Hennepin tried to do some minslon-
ary. work among the Sioux, but he
eould not mike any headway., He did.
however, make progress In mastering
ths Eloux vocabulary., The mpcrileglous
use of his vestments praved upon Hens
nepin's mind and he complained to
thin friendly chief, who had conceived

a high remard for the monk, and svho
berated Hennepin's adopted father
roundly, not only for ‘thia hut for

stexling the few things that were left
of the cargo of Hennepin's canoe, This
led to hard times for Hennepin. Tha
hunting, segson way on, and the old
chief +wanted Hennepln to go with
him on the chaze. Hennepln was re-
Inetant, as he bellaved the old chisf
weas ‘lags cager for his companionship
than for a geod opportunity to scalp
him.

To escaps
Hennepin ' gave out .
expected a pariy of “apirits,” as the
Indians called the French, to be at
the mouth of the Wisconsin, to trade
with the Sfoux and take Hennepln nnd
the two other men ba The Indlans
kelieved him, but ingisted on his join-
ing the hunt, They went to the DMis-
ulzaippi, but the game was gcarce and
the party had 1ittle to eat. Hennepin
and Du Guy were permitted to leave,
tha Indians furnighing @& canoa  for
them, and Accnu had the privilege of
accompanving them, but he had begun
to like the Indian lfe and preferred
to remain.

The *Spirits.'*

lennepin had 'teld the story of a
party of ‘spirita” coming to the Wis-
consin §p often that he had come (o
helleve it himself. He and Du Guy
had & gun, & knife and a beaver skin
robe with them in the camnoe, and thay
floated down the Mississippi (o the
Talls of St Anthony, which Hennepin
nemed in honor of his patron salnt
Around the Falls of 5t Anthony they
carriad | thelr cance and = then  they
paddled 180, mniles down the graal
rlver.  'Thelr chisf food was turtlas,
Onea while ‘they wera ashore  their
canon, gob kome and  went dancing
down stream. Hepuepin, who was g
good swimmer, Tecovered |t after a
long chase, They lLad o lltlle ammu-
nition thet they had to be chary about
chpnelng ‘a shot, but' they killed ons
biffalo.  Then they ale #o ravenously
that they beenme desperately 11l While
they were |l the rest of the buffale
meat spolled In the hot sun. There-
after they subaigted on turtle or fish
dropped. by eagles or - flshhawks,
Where tho Mississippl | enters  Lake
Pepin, ennepin ond (Du- Guy cameg
upon' the Sloux hunters agaln.  Tha
huntera  had ' found plenty 'of buffalo
and were 'faring well,  Thay rémain-
ed with' tha hunters untll one day 'the

from’ the huntlng trip
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The

L hunt wae abapdoned at onea and

whola party, Hennepln, Do /¢
?vm{ 4\'.‘.:,_&" ineluded, hm?r!e'd nnr"f.‘lj':
tz‘l‘r_cl_ hear the Falls of At Anthony
Dh.{aldm?':' rh]thu-r_- Hurepeans, who wern
Ju Ly and L i{ ».
I-‘r;nchmrsn. Loand four well-armard

u Lhit wans leadsr of tha couray
de hois and g cousin of Tanty, Hnoh;:
been gt the head of Take Superior what
I_u S0me wiy ha heard that thrae Eurn,
Peang were with the Sioux Bupposing
thes wers Bngliahmen or Epaniards (o,
tent on encroaching upon the territors
af the French, he pressad forward ¢
livastigate.  The arrival gt Du Lhul
ohan everything for ths captiven
The Sloux not only did not appaose thel(
departure, but supplied them bountls
fully with food fer the fournay.

e party of elght, atter varlous ad.
yentures, reached ¢ Alichilllmacicinac
where they spent the winter, Tn th
spring Hennepin, with Dy Guy and
Accau, proceided by lake to Ningars
where Hennepin mads aome fresh surs
veys of tha cataract and then rasumed
the wvovage on Lake Ontarin, Wearing
Montreal, he Ieft his companions on ay
8lana and paddled alone to the town
The story |s tald that Count Frontanan
who chanced. to be B2 window, was tha
first to discover him. And surely the

&

Eﬂuqt DeVAr Saw & piranzer sighi Thi
iace of the monk was worn and haze
gard. Higy robe of gt Francis wai

patehed In many places hy scraps of
buffalo hide. One finger wag gona, 11
had hesp snenped off By sne of the tyr,
tlew ha. had caught. He had baer
hurned by the sun untf! he was az dary
&lmMOAt a5 an Indfan. For twalva day
h& remalned with the connt, tellfng hi
of his travals 1
Hennenln's Homances,

1 Hennepin's tale Lendeq re all
wanld be well. Unfortunately, it dosi
nol. “Ha war the h an of La Sall(

30 far as the expedition ta Peorin ems
Lraces the 1ife of the great exvplorsr
and the world {s {ndebted to him fo
much In that eonnection.

A mreal deal of valuable Information
haz been pleked out, too. from hik ra-
port of the journey up the Misslssipp!
and his life among the Sioux, but whon
he went to Europe. soon after leaving
Count Frontenze, and found so many
DATEONS eager to- hear him 'talk: of
his adventurez and read what e wrat
about travely, he wag carrle
awax hy hisn own {mportines, Tha
more he tnlked and the more ke wrote,
and “he ‘was 1ively In each of theeq
field more he- cradited himaelf
with seeing and dolng.

Eomehow he got to bellave that ha
went down the Misriesippl as waell a1
up it, end a faw vears ufter hi=s ara
rival In Europe ha wrote o vivid ar-
count of how he had fournsyed down
to the mouth eof the Father of Weatern
rnd explored it before La Salle.  T#
{z plain that he read Lhe suppressed
diare of Futher Membre and got miich
of the detail from this. but he put i§
forth an his own, and wehemently up»
held it am correct. No explorer of hin
time wrote more or was read mora
widelw., More than twenty edltions of
his travels wers printed In French,
Fnglish. German, Ttallan and Spanishi!

In Europe he pat aside his religlious
dress and gave himself up to writing,
When the French challenged his states
ments ha withdrew to Enpgland. "In
all hig'work there ha appesrs in a poor
light. " Bettar by far does ho appear na
he nhould be considered, the humbla
eoldler of the Cross, wllh a pair of
randaln, A coarse gray gown held by
the cord of Bt Frapels, a crucifix-and
a rosary, and owith his pertable altare
stropped o his back, picking his way
through the trachkless  wilderness, in-
tant only on the zalvation of souls.
(Copwright, 1810, by Richard Spillans)
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